Efficacy of neem seed extract shampoo on head lice of naturally infected humans in Egypt.
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Zoology Department, Faculty of Science Cairo University, Giza, Egypt, msemmlereg@yahoo.de. Sixty
heavily lice-infested male and female children (4-15 years) were selected and subjected to the
treatment with a neem seed extract shampoo. Twenty to thirty milliliter of the shampoo were
thoroughly mixed with completely wet hair and rubbed in to reach the skin of the scalp. After 5, 10,
15 and 30 min, the shampoo was washed out and the hair basically combed. Head lice were
collected and examined. The neem seed extract shampoo proved to be highly effective against all
stages of head lice. No obvious differences regarding the efficacy of the shampoo were observed
between an exposure time of 10, 15 or 30 min. No side effects, such as skin irritation, burning
sensations, or red spots on the scalp, forehead or neck, respectively, were observed.
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